DEVELOPING PUBLIC AWARENESS AND A POSITIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS LOCAL AIRPORTS / AIRFIELDS

Attachment C
AIRPORT KIDS ARE GONE!
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They have gone the way of ramshackle hangars, 40 horse Cubs, tattered windsocks and hand operated gas pumps.  Gone with bewhiskered flight instructors who were also the mechanic, bookkeeper and janitor for flight schools operating out of tiny line shacks at the edges of mown grass strips.  Gone are the days when a youngster could spend a day at an airport watching planes drift lazily around the pattern, talk to the pilots and mechanics.  Gone are the days when sweeping a hangar or carefully washing a plane could be traded for a few precious moments in the air.

In the name of safety, security and efficiency these opportunities to learn the skills and lore of aviation are denied most of today’s young people.  Glass and concrete towers, tall fences with security gates……airports with “No Trespassing” signs and locked doors keep out those who would be the airport kids of today and the aviators of tomorrow.







By Chuck Larson, Education Director








EAA Aviation Foundation, Inc.

AIRFIELD ARE INTERESTING AND NECESSARY!

In the early days of flying, aeroplanes landed in farm fields, on roads or where ever the pilot could find a fairly level open space.

Today’s airfield is the designated landing and take-off area the aeroplanes are required to use.
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The airfield can be as simple as a narrow strip of grass-covered ground near a small village. It can also be a large complicated area with long concrete runways and many specialised buildings.

The kinds of aeroplanes that use the airfield is the determining factor as to the size and functions necessary for any particular airfield.

Air traffic control is necessary at larger airfields using radio communications and radar. Smaller airfields have a prescribed flight pattern that the pilot must follow.

Most airfields have fuel available and hangars to protect the aeroplanes from the weather. Maintenance is another requirement as the government has strict rules as to how the aeroplane is cared for.

Large commercial airfields have terminal facilities to accommodate passengers travelling on the airlines. A restaurant is available as well as automotive parking. Fire and emergency vehicles are manned and ready.

Airfield security measures often discourage visitors to wander about by themselves. Most, airfields, large or small are concerned about safety.

It is suggested that the manager or someone in authority be contacted to see if a tour can be arranged. Most are pleased to have someone or a school class visit, but it must be at a time mutually convenient.

Here are some questions to consider:

· Where is the airfield located?

· How did it get started?

· Who owns the airfield?

· What kind of aeroplanes use the airfield?

· What kind of jobs are there at the airfield?

· What are the benefits to the town from having the airfield close by?

· Would a tour of the airfield be possible?
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LEARN FROM YOUR AIRPORT !
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Suggested Content
A.
Why are airports usually out away from town?

B.
What different parts does an airport have?

1.
Runways and taxi ways.

2.
Ramps.

3.
Terminal buildings and hangars.

4.
Fuel storage area.

C.
Why do airplanes land and takeoff facing the wind?

D.
How does the airport serve the needs of the community?


1.  Travel


2.
Goods and Services.

E.
Who owns the airport?

F.
Where do the airplanes come from that land there?

G.
How have airplanes helped open up isolated places such as jungles and the arctic region?

H.
What communities in your state are served by commercial airlines?

Some Suggested Activities
List reasons for airport locations. Discuss why advance planning is necessary for airport construction needs.

On a visit to the airport, tour terminal building, airline facilities, flight services of FAA, an airplane service dealer who sells and maintains light plane, and teaches new pilots.

Make a model airport, or draw a mural of en airport showing all the important facilities.

List as many of the goods and services that come into and go out of the local airport that the children can find. (Food, 4othing, animals, mail, machinery, etc.)

On a map, locate large airports of this country and the world. What. opportunities for exchange of goods and culture are open to your city with other cities and countries?

Find out how airports are necessary in countries that have no highways or railway travel. Study the history of Brazilia, in Brazil, and its dependence on airplanes.

Ask a local minister to tell how airplanes help missionaries in underdeveloped countries.

‘Write your State Aviation Department, State Capitol, for information about the number of cities in your state served by airlines, and total number of airports in the state.

Suggested Correlations - Map Study
Large United States and world maps can be used to draw in world trade routes. Compare these with trade routes of fifty years ago.

On air navigation charts (SAC and WAC) study map symbols that are significant to pilots, such as for airports, listing elevation, runway length, etc.

From your city, trace direct routes to sources of goods such as flowers and fresh fruits, current fashions, zoo animals, etc.

Compare air charts with road maps. How are they different in the kinds of information offered?
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FÉDÉRATION AÉRONAUTUQUE INTERNATIONALE


YOUNG ARTISTS CONTEST 1999



    PRIZE WINNERS
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1st 




2nd



3rd
Camille PAPAUX


Anna Christian RAST
Maxim ORTSIN

(SWITZERLAND)


(SWITZERLAND)

(RUSSIA)
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1st






2nd

Natalja KARAJLIEVA



Rémi QUENTIN

[image: image13.jpg]


[image: image14.jpg]



(UKRAINE)





(SWITZERLAND)


3rd (Tie)




3rd (Tie)


Marine-Alizé VALETTE


AO Xiang


(FRANCE)




(CHINA)
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1st



2nd



3rd

Myriam GUITTET

Rebecca REINEKE

Alejandra Abellán ARRIBAS


(FRANCE)


(USA)



(SPAIN)

Airport Planning in The Classroom

Do we feel our educational system is keeping pace with the rapidly changing world of computers, space technology, and satellite communications? It would be safe to say that we all have some reservations. Education, as we know it, is slow to change and keep pace. So what about our students? They see the de​mand, but fee hopeless and frustrated with the lees than progressive educa​tional process adopted by many schools. These feelings are manifested in the ever increasing drop out rate, vandalism, and school violence.

Time has come for communities and schools to take a pro-active approach to education. Education needs to be innovative and relevant to our fast paced world. Education needs to develop analytical and rational thinking along with the skills to meet the work force demands of the 21st century. It is our duty as parents and educators to provide this level of education.

One tool that has proven to be successful in attaining these lofty goals is Aerospace Education. It stimulates a student’s existing interest and curiosity while incorporating basic core curriculum. The “Airport Planning Project” is an excellent example of this educational concept.  The project fulfiIls the basic curriculum requirements, while encouraging and reinforcing cognitive think​ing. In the “Airport Planning Project” students investigate the economical, po​litical, environmental, and social questions involved in planning and construct​ing an airport.  Through their research, students will learn the aviation and aero​space industry’s impact on a community.  

During this project students work in groups to answers the following questions:

1. 
What are the community requirements with respect to an airport?

-
2. 
What type of aircraft will best serve the community?

3. 
What are the environmental and noise concerns?

4. 
What is the economic impact of an airport?

5. 
How does a community support and maintain its airport?

6. 
What will be the future requirements of the airport?


7.
Should the community construct a new airport or upgrade the existing Airport?

As students work through the multitude of issues surrounding the “Airport Planning Project,” virtually every core curriculum comes into play in a mean​ingful learning environment.  For example, application of the social study con​cepts are utilized when the students factor in current and future community requirements and industry influence.  Economics comes into play with the acquisition of property and procurement of funds, and dealing with constric​tion and operating costs.  Government plays a big factor as the students deal with local and federal regulations. Science is factored into the project as stu​dents deal with geology, prevailing weather conditions and the environmental concerns. Throughout the entire project, students utilize their language art, rea​soning and computer skills as they pull the project together and submit a writ​ten report supported by their research.

The “Airport Planning Project” illustrates how easily aviation and aerospace education can be incorporated into the existing curriculum. It represents the logical, practical and real-time means to education. Students are presented realistic problems and given the tools and guidance to solve the problems. The experience of the group interaction and the knowledge acquired through this project promote innovative thinking and help each student realize a higher level of confidence and self esteem in dealing with other real-life problems.

Aviation and Aerospace Education has a proven track record for stimulating young minds in a positive learning environment.  The “Airport Planning Project” is just one example. There are many other interesting and stimulating class​room projects utilizing the aviation and aerospace theme. Now is the time to use these innovative educational tools to encourage our students to remain in school and resist negative influences. Aviation and Aerospace Education meets the demand and prepares the students for the challenges of the 21st century.  Let’s take the pro-active approach and supply our students with the tools for success.








Alice L. Gommoll, M.Ed.








Aviation/Aerospace Education Consultant
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